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" ' Breuthe is safe * no es nada ?' " quoth
Caspar

" I have the honour to inform your High-
ness that the siege of Breuthe is raised.
" JOHN XEWSTEAD "

I read the words as I wrote them " Who
shall we send ? " I asked.

" Gott * Send Vermeil He will like the
job/' grunted Gaspar, And so it was done;
we sent Vermeil and we went to bed.

Late in the next day came great news
a couner came to the town with letters for
the burgomaster and St Trond telling how
Alkmaar had closed its gates and declared
for Orange, These were the first-fruits of
the long siege of Breuthe. If a little town
could hold out so long, a larger might hold
out longer, so they thought in Alkmaar ere
they heard of the raising of Breuthe's
siege. Tidings of that would scarce make
them more disposed to surrender. So
Breuthe was very joyful, and only a few
men who knew that Alkmaar would pro-
voke all Alva's strength, who knew how
strong Alva was, and who remembercd
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